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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313*1450 

Dear Sin 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set forfli in the Office Action mailed 
August 8t 2006 (Paper No. 20060803). 

The Examiner has required restriction between the following species in the above- 
identified s^lication: 

Claim 1 is to a fuel cell with a plurality of cells, a plurality of separators with terminals 
on the same side of a fixel cell stack and processing circuit; 

Claims 2 and 4 are to a fuel cell comprising tenninal clusters and a plurality of connector 
modules; and 

Claims 3 and 5 are to a fuel cell comprising a fuel cell stack including a plurality of 
clusters of cells and sheet form bodies. 

Accordingly, Applicants hereby elect the Species of Claim 1 for continued 
examination, with traverse. 



The Commissioner may require restriction if two or more independent and distinct 
inventions are claimed in a single application (37 CFR 1 . 142(a)). In the present case, although 
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the claimed subject matter may be classified in different classes, the inventions are not 
independent. Applicants respectfully assert that a single search of pertinent prior art would 
appear to suffice for all aspects of the invention. Specifically, flie various species appear to be 
so interrelated that a single examination would not appear to place a serious burden on the 
Examiner. Therefore, Applicant urges the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the restriction 
requirement. 

Accordingly, It is respectfiilly requested that the restriction requirement be withdrawn, 
and that all of the claims presently pending in this application be examined. 

Dated: September 7, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
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If your receipt of this transnussion is in error, please notify this firm immediately by 
collect call to sender at (617) 227-7400 and send the original cransmission to us by 
return mail at the address below. 

This transmission is intended for the sole use of the individual and entity to 
vrhom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privilegedi confidential 
and exempt firom disclosure under applicable latv. You are hereby notified that 
any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this Transmission by someone 
other than the intended addressee or its designated agent is strictly prohibited. 

LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street, Boston, Messeohusette 02109 
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